ORIGINAL EC COMICS FROM THE 1950s! 
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Tee R Rood is A Pid ату LITTERED WITH THE FILTH OF THAT 
Е IN THE DANK, REEKING OLD HOUSE YOU CAN 
К 


‘SORRY, PASTOR 2! WHY 77 

I CAME BECAUSE YOU 

GALLEO МЕ. BUT WHY 

SHOULD ANYONE BE 
SORRY? 


PAULL тіз YOUR) АМ т SUPPOSED, ТО SPEAK 
FATHERS HE'S 
DEADS NOUR f BECAUSE HES DEAD, PAS- 
FATHER... Н? WILL HIS DEATH 
BRING WOM BACK? WILL 
IT MAKE UP FOR WHAT 


Т ASSUME you а ЕО МЕ TO 
CLAIM WIS £ WELL, I'M 





НОМ ELSE SHOULD T I'VE МОТ ONLY HEARD THE 

FEEL? LOOK АТ THOSE | STORIES, PAUL... L ЗАМ SOME 

\PEOPLE OUT THERE! OF THE THINGS YOUR FATHER 
010! YOU HAVE REASON, Т! 
DESPISE HIM? BUT DON'T YOU 
STILL WOWDER SOMETIMES 
WHY HE DID WHAT HE DID? 


You: DON'T WANT TO LISTEN. BUT YOU OWE SO 
MUCH ТО PASTOR EDWARDS. HE'S BEEN PART OF 
YOUR LIFE FOR SO LONG. YOU WALK ACROSS TO 
THE COFFEE SHOP WITH HIM. AND YOU LISTEN. 


PATIENTLY 
DEAD 7? OUR BABY 


Now! DO YOU REMEMBER YOUR 18... 254097 
спота PAUL? DAWWY? YOU WERE 
AND DANNY WAS FIVE WHEN 
AP пЕМЕМВЕВ 


YOU'RE... ALL WE HAVE 
NOW, PAUL, DANNY HAS... 
ДИ Үр, 


WHAT САМ 1 5АУ, MR. COOPER? I D/D 
THE BEST І 200407 BUT SOMETIMES 
TYPHOID STA/KES LIKE THAT... 
QUICKLY т WISH I COULD HAVE 
DONE WORE? Т 








ONVENTION ? 1S IT 
REALLY SO IMPORTANT? 


RALPH. X ПОНТ 
EXPECT YOU BACK 
50 SOON 


TO KNOW ABOUT A MAN'S 
PERSONAL SORROW. PEOPLE 
ARE £L/KE THAT... 


SO LONG,PAUL, BE А 6000 BOY “ҮТаке CARE OF YOUR- 

AND I'LL’ @R/W@ YOU SOMETHING / SELF, 

FROM WEW YORK! SOMETHING RALPH, DOW? 
BITTER! PROMISE? 


RALPHS AREN'T YOU 
EVEN GOING ТО A/S 
ЖЕ “HELLO”? 


“How MANY TIMES YOU ASKED YOUR 
MOTHER THAT QUESTION, PAUL! HER 
HEART ACHED SO FOR YOU, YOUNEVER 

NEW THAT SHE CAME TO ME A 

DAYS CATER, DID YOU?” 


PASTOR, IT... SOB.. .IT'S LIKE 
ЖАРАР» RACEH ISN'T ТОМ 
ANYMORE ! 


HATES US. 





Не STAYS IN HIS ROOM/\7 THERE'S ONLY OWE EXPLA- 
HE WO NATION, MRS. COOPER! SONE- 
HOW, THE DEATH OF YOUR 
SON HAS WARPED НМ. BUT 
YOUR HUSBAND 15 А 6200. В 
МАН. SUPPOSE 1 7444 ТО НМ? Пт'<5 PRETTY OBVIOUS, ISNT 
CL STO BY TS EVENING: и 0 TF MARGARET? L4 LEAVING 
you? 


TLL DO #/7#- WHAT O/FFERENCE DOES 
OUT THE LAST IT MAKE WHY I'M LEAVING?! 
FOND EMBRACE!) \, THIS WAY IS 2487 FOR ALL 
AS ТО WHY... ОҒ US DO YOURSELF А 
ZM JUST SICK FAVOR, MARGARET? FORGET 
OF THE 77ҒА0- МЕ... THE WAY ГМ GOING TO 
fitch осуде Дъ Себе? 700: 
MRS. COOPER, DON'T YOU 
wu OF ROUTINE. ( У 
Еа, UNDERSTAND ?'L AWOW 


BUSINESS, 
Too! | 


THEN, THERE'LL ВЕ. MONEY’ JÎ ЖО” І WON'T МАКЕ | “Т SAW YOUR FATHER ABOUT A MONTH AFTER THAT, 
Тш A E OE Eee Es HIM, PAUL. THE CHANGE IN HIM WAS GREAT, AND IT WASN'T A 
15, П Ц 
INTO COURT. HE OWES YOU COULDN'T F PAUL Боза ии 
SUPPORT, \F NOTHING ELSE... AND I WILL MANAGE 

1 SOMEHOW. 





GET AWAY _ 7 PLEASE, мізтені ] ( YOU'RE NOT 80/96 ТО BOTHER ME! 
WE DIDN'T WEAN I'VE TOLD YOU BEFORE Z I DON'T 


ТО BOTHER YOU... 
H THERE'S YOUR 
BALL! INTHE FIRE... 


GET 0077 LEAVE Ш) "І TALKED TO YOUR FATHER THAT 
ALONE? 47 AY DAY, BUT HE WASN'T THE RALPH 
Fi 7 ы COOPER I'D KNOWN! HE WAS LIKE 
A ROCK! HE OFFERED МО EXPLANA- 


“AFTER THAT, YOUR MOTHER'S HEARTACHE AND “Т KNEW HOW YOU FELT DURING THOSE YEARS, PAUL. 
HUMILIATION REALLY BEGAN, . .” BUT I NEVER DID SUCCEED IN PLANTING THE SEED OF 


ve FORGIVENESS IN YOUR SOUL, DID Т?” 
WOF т...т CAN'T! JIT ISN'T CHARITY, MRS. COOPER! < 
PASTOR, Т СААТ / BELIEVE МЕ? IT'S REALLY.. . PAUL, HASIT DONE ANY LAST NIGHT, MOM WORKED 
ТАКЕ CHARITY YOUR OWN MONEY f CALL IT A 600D¥ HAS ANY OF WHAT | UNTIL 7070 IN THE MORNING... 
RETURN...FOR ALL THE CHARITY | | ГУЕ SAID CREPT INTO DOING LAUNDRY, PASTOR... 
YOU'VE GIVEN OTHERS. YOUR АИ, CAN YOU OTHER PEOPLE 3 LAUNDRY! 
FORGIVE. WHAT DO YOU THINK? 











= 


VEGETABLES / FRUITS 





THOSE YEARS WEREN'T )/ BUT DIDN'T YOUR 
FATHER SUFFER, 700? 


CHARITY WE SUFFERED! 
HOW са I ТОЛ IVE? 


SUFFERED 7? NO ONE FORCED Y NO, IT DIDN'T 7 AND 
HIM TO BECOME A RECLUSE! YOU'RE A/GHT, PAUL, NO 
OTHER MEN HAVE LOST SONS! / ONE FORGED Hil 
DANNY'S DEATH DIDN'T GIVE 
HIM THE RIGHT TO DO WHAT 

HE DID! 1 


RALPH. FOR YOUR OWN SAKE ” FOR THE REST OF Ж» hirer 
GET OUT OF THIS...THIS PLACE’ / І DIDN'T ASK YOU TO С! 

IT...IT'S NOT FIT FOR А МОДА BACK HERE? WHY GAN T You 
ФЕ/М6 7 HOW LONG CAN то LEAVE МЕ ALONE? THAT'S 
60 OW LIKE THIS? 


f; 
wane ‘Ea L DON’ т 
WANT AWYOWE! THEY 
WANT TO DRIVE ME 
OUT, BUT THEY WON'T? 
SEE YOU! 1 KNOW 
YOU'RE THERE! 


“NEXT TIME THERE WERE PLANKS 
NAILED OVER THE WINDOWS AND 
YOUR FATHER DIDN'T ANSWER WHEN 
E CALLED. HOW HE LIVED FROM 
THEN ON, I DON'T KNOW... 


RALPH! ARE YOU /М THERE! 
ANSWER ME... 








V НЕ WAS А COWARD / FOR 
HIM, THAT WAS THE ZASY 
WAY LIFE GOT ТОО 7006// 
FOR НМ, SO HE JUST 
PULLED OUT! YES, Г 
НАТЕ НІМ? І HOPE НЕ 
SUFFERED... LIKE MOM 


| AFTER THE FIRST MONTHS, 
HE DIDN'T URW HIS TRASH! 
| НЕ JUST DIDN'T BOTHER 7 
IT P/LEO UP. YEAR AFTER 
YEAR. HE LIVED LIKE...LIKE 
А BEAST!\S THAT А МАМ 


TO WATE? 
| | 
2 


ЫЫ 


В 


WOM WAS THIATY-E/OHT WHEN І BURIED | YOUR FATHER | 
HER, PASTOR! ONLY TH/RTY-EIGHT£ BUT J HAS ALREADY 
SHE DIED 0407 OLD AND SROKEW. HAD_THIRTY 
INSIDE 7 IF THERE /5 ALIFE AFTER YEARS OF 
DEATH, 1 HOPE MY FATHER PAYS FOR Д PURGATORY, 
THAT... IN PURGATORY. > PAUL! 











т WASN'T Y YES, BUT WHY, PAUL? 
PURGATORY | THERE'S A GREAT 
ТОЯ/М УНЕ \ DEAL YOU DON'T АМО 
CHOSE TO \ FOR EXAMPLE, YOU AND 
LIVE LIKE AN) YOUR MOTHER ЖЕЕ? 
TOOK CHARITY * THAT 
MONEY Т. GAVE YOU 
WAS SEWT...8Y YOUR 
FATHER! 


OR YOUR MOTHER 
BECAUSE YOU'D 


HE HOLDS THEM OUT TO YOU...THE THINGS HE'S 
FOUND... 


WHEN YOUR FATHER WENT TO WEW YORK, HE 
DISCOVERED SOMETHING...SOMETHING CONNECTED 
WITH YOUR BROTHERS DEA7H#/ THESE WERE ІМ YOUR 
FATHER'S POCKET WHEN I FOUND HIM... 








І NEVER 7020 YOU 


HAVE REFUSED IT! 

YOUR FATHER ONLY 

КЕРТ А P/TTANCE 
FOR HIMSELF /, 





HE... HE SENT 
THAT MONEY!? 
Т NEVER 
DREAMED IT 


CAME FROM 


HE WAS JUST WHY, PAUL! 
BEING CLEVER/ НЕ | Т KNOW WHY 
KNEW WE COULD'VE ( EVERYTHING 
HAD THE LAW ON \ HAPPENED 
НІМ WELL IT WASN'T ) JUST WHEW... 
HIS MONEY МЕ AND HOW 
NEEDED! IT WAS m IT DID! 
HIME НЕ STILL 

DESERTED 087, 








You TAKE THE THINGS FROM PASTOR EDWARDS’ HAND... 
THE FADED SNAPSHOT AND THE YELLOWED NEWSPAPER 
CLIPPING. AT FIRST, YOU DON'T UNDERSTAND. 


LOOK AT THE DATE ON THAT CLIPPING, PAUL! 

THAT CLIPPING WAS CUT FROM A WEW YORK 

PAPER DURING THE WEEK YOUR FATHER 
WAS THERE! DON'T YOU SEE? 





FOR А MOMENT, NO“... YoU DON'T 
SEE BUT THEN YOU REMEMBER... 





\МЕТН!Мб YOU READ ONCE... ABOUT 
PEOPLE LIKE THE PERSON IN) THE INFECT OTHER 


You, REMEMBER READING ABOUT 
PEOPLE WHO CAN BE EXPOSED TO 
A DISEASE, PICK UP THE GERI 


ОРЕ... 
THEMSELVES BEING INFECTED ... 


А.А TYPHOID САЙ- 
RIER 79 YOU'RE SAYING 


Y YES, PAUL! 


IM, AND 
PEOPLE... ALL WITHOUT 





DANNY DIED OF 7YPHO/D, PAUL! 
THE DOCTORS WERE NEVER CERTAIN 
HOW HE BECAME /WFECTEDS 






SuppENLY, IT'S ALL SO EASY ТО UNDERSTAND.. 


IF...IF THEY'D HAVE LOCKED 240 AWAY, УЕ... МОМ 
AND ME... WE'D HAVE SUFFERED MORE / SO НЕ 
TRIED ТО MAKE US HATE H/M...TRIED TO MAKE 
US FORGET HIM f DIDN'T HE? 





Сл 
руе 








FOR А LITTLE WHIL 
FORGET? NOT EVER 















THEY'RE STILL: ACROSS THE STREET WHEN YOU СОМЕ OUT...THE PEOPLE 
THE BITTER, HATING, PEOPLE. THEY'LL NEVER KNOW! THEY'LL HATE 
Е LONGER, AND THEN THEY'LL FORGET. BUT YOU WON'T 


YES! Т..Т САМ 
SEE THAT NOW, 
PASTORS L. ТО 
BETTER GET 
GOINGS 
IT WAS FOR THEIR OWN 60007 HE LIVED 


AND DIED ALONE... IN SQUALOR... OUT OF 
LOVE FOR YOU AND YOUR MOTHER, PAUL! 


AND You LIFT YOUR HEAD PROUDLY... 


> ти GOING TO RIDE 
DOWNTOWN WITH MY 2407 





HOLD ON, MISTER! JUST WHERE 
DO YOU THINK YOU'RE GOING? 


=== ДАЛЫ 


IT'S ALL RIGHT, OFFICER! 
ГИ RALPH COOPER'S 
SON 


























MWR. RYDER! GEORGES НОМ | IT'S THE LEAST I COULD DO... FOR A FRIEND, JOE! 
6000 OF YOU ТО ВЕ HERE, / AS FAR AS ГМ CONCERNED, THE PAST EIGHT YEARS ARE 
AFTER... AFTER WHAT GONE AND FORGOTTEN! X WANT EVERYTHING ТО BE AS 

HAPPENED IT WAS BEFORE THE TROUBLE! 


THINGS CAN WEVER BE AS THEY WERE, ) THERE'S A JOG | мее 

GEORGE! LOOK АТМЕ/ МУ HA/A 15 / WAITING FOR YOU YES! I SUPPOSE THAT'S WHEN IT ALL BEGAN! 

WHITE! I'M STOOPED/ I'M AN АТ THE BANK, JOE... IF ТО BEEN STRONGER WITH TEDDY BACK THEN, 
OLD MAW. NONE OF THIS MIGHT HAVE AAPPEWEDS 










JOE REMEMBERED HOW HE COULD NEVER EVEN GET MAD 
АТ HIS SON... NOT REALLY. ULD ONLY А7 MAD... 


с — = = 7 DON'T TALK TO МЕ THAT WAY,TED! YW STEAL/NG/? 
OU THINK І DON'T AWOW WHE! WE... WE JUST, 

15 79/8 THE TIME < WHAT D/FFERENCE DOES IT ( youve BEEN AND WHAT YOU'VE TOOK A AIDES | 

FOR A FIFTEEN YEAR | МАКЕ? IT'S SUMMERS I DONT BEEN UP TO?! THOSE HOODLUMS... 

QLD BOY ТО BE COMING|HAVE TO GET UP ТО GO TOSGHOOLI | (YOUR PALS... STEALING ACAR...f 4 

HOME? TWO O'CLOCK) SO GET OFF MY ВАС РА T < 5 

IN THE МОЯМ/М67 / DON'T NEED А AURSEMA/OS 































e Усы е 
«.. AND THE POL/CE PICKED { IT WAS ONLY FOR AN ( ЗО CAPTAIN HIGGINS 7040 ME WHEN HE < 
UP THE 407 OF YOU...AND | HOUR? THEN THE GUY PHONED, TED! YOU WERE LUCKY THIS TIME! | PA, 
YOU GOT ANOTHER RIDE... | WHO OWNED THE CAR BUT WEXT TIME... WELL, THERE'D BETTER, 

( TO VAIL. HOW DID IT CAME DOWN! ВИТ НЕ > NOT ВЕ А NEXT TIME! 


FEEL BEING IN A CELL... j D/ON'T BRING А 
CHARGES У 


LIKE A CRIMINAL FF & с-ма 















PROMISED? GOOD LORD, 
MAN...TED ISN'T A A/D ANY 
LONGER! HE OUGHT TOBE. 
WORKING... PAYING HIS OWN 
( WAY? HE'S SPOLED 
ROTTEN, JOE f 















UP WITHOUT А 
MOTHERS HE'S 
BEEN ОМ HIS СІРУ 
TOO MUCH! 



















TED'S YOUNG, MR, 
RYDER! HE'S ONLY 
TWENTY-TWO! МЕИ 
STRAIGHTEN НІМ- 
SELF OUT! НЕ 

PROMISED... 
b 


YOU ANOW T DON'T MIND GIVING YOU 
TIME OFF, JOE... BUT YOU'D BE BETTER 
OFF LETTING THAT BOY OF YOURS 
TAKE HIS MEDICINE FOR ONCE! 








= ae — 
О JOE HAD MAD USES FOR TED. BUT THE TIM UNFORTUNATELY, FOR + 66485, САРТА! 
AME ИНЕК ЕУ USES WERE NOTE lous Feb E E ED, THERE AREN'T ANY IEEDI 


T дуд» BUD MICHAELS 15 | ВИТ CAPTAIN SONS, TED AND 
EVERYTHING YOU SAF HE | HIS GIRL. , .LOIS, Ү WERE JI 


| IS,MR. WILER. . „А THIEF, 

) PERHAPS... A CHEAP ر ا‎ WHAT ABOUT PROTECTING / 
HOODLUM. .. BUT 5% THEM? \F MICHAELS HADN'T 
PASSED THAT AEMARK ABOUT 


| STILL GETS THE 
FECTION OF THE LAZ LOIS, TED WOULDN' T HAVE ///7 


YOU HEAR 7#47, JOE, L'VE HEARD TED'S GLIB 
i АР (а TALK SEFORE/ X THINK HIS 15 


L GET А ОВ FIRST, DAD! 
Е OF THE SAME! BUT, E WELL 


IL 
I'VE BEEN О NOBODY | 4 CAPTAIN? HE WANTS ` 


AIGHTEN НМ- MORI 
ЗЕГЕ our, If те FOR YOUR SAKE. UT Ni 7 788, 
, 408. GET MARRIED, е THE 22 ‘OK АГ. Ж” 


WANTS ТО G/VE МІ 
I'VE GOTA JAD REPUTATION 


OKAY, THAT'S МУ FAULT, BUT 
I'VE 607 ТО НАЕ, A CHANCES 


HE wants V IT'S нотми RYDE} тИ 
то ав Ч MONEY IN THIS, \ SVEN OP АН MY 


BUT б 
WW! т KNOW) BANK, JOE! IT'S OLD FRIENDS! {0/8 ) памет 
ти FATHER HAS WORKI 


22 
JOE, DO АМУ: Y GeorcE, LISTEN. YOU |; HE aire ІТ ТНЕ 2222; POS/TORS‘IMADE МЕ DO 
2% POR YOU! | Sard TED OUGHT TO // THIS ТИ RESPONSI / |F YOU GIVE ME A 7 IN THIS BANK FOR 
ANYTHING. . BE WORKING! ALL /( GEORGE! GNE\ BLE? WOT... \ BREAK SIR, Т YEARS! 
НІМ A CHANCE?) I CAN'T DO IT! | COULDN'T LET 


aur ТМ/8/` RIGHT THEN Á ДЕТ 
< AIM WORKS р PLEASE... | ТОВЕ Сана HER DOWN... OR 
у, 6. мү FATHER. 





—— سی سس سسس‎ —— 
ТҮН STILL WORKING, MR, WILER! \ YOU'RE QUITE SOME 
Е Е N AND I HAVE THE MONEY SAVED! | 6/81, LOIS! YOU'LL BE | 
“ay WE'LL BE ABLE TO MAKE А #/Ë- / 6000 FoR TED! Т 
THE HONEYMOON CAN HOUSES? THAT'S GOING ЦД STANTIAL DOWN -PAMENT| САМ SEE THAT... 
WAIT, DAD! WE'RE GOING NTO BE А BIT STEEP, TED! 
TO BUY A LITTLE HOUSE, ) YOU CAN'T EXPECT ТО 
AND... MAKE THE 2OWW- 
PAYMENT WITH YOUR 
WEEK'S SALARY FROM 
THE SANK... 


GEORGE RYDER HAD BEEN THE ONE SOURNOTE | 
ІН JOE WILER'S LIFE AFTER ТЕО S MARRIAGE... 


WELL, IT'S A USED CAR, GEORGE, N, Ў Т NOTICE THE WAY You LOOK 
AND IT'LL BE MANY YEARS BEFORE Ñ ( АТ TED ALL THE TIME, GEORGE... . 
THEY ACTUALLY ОМУ THEIR HOME! J › WORR/ED-L/KEY REST ASSURED Д 
THEIR OWN HOME...AND_\ ZUSED ТО WORRY ABOUT THE WAY 5 | THAT ANY MONEY THOSE KIDS "А 
I SAW THEM OUT AT THE J THEY ТЕП / \ HAVE, THEY VE COME BY HONESTLY? 
COUNTRY CLUB DANCE R ( TED'S ALL Я/бУ?, NOW... 
SATURDAY... НЕ, \ z 


LATER, IT'D HAPPENED... . ) STATE BANK EXAMINERS. | YOU THINK | THERE WERE SOME MIS- 
( TEDE ACCOUNTS ARE / THAT TED. TAKE! BUT THESE MEN 
СОМЕ IN, JQE .., AND CLOSE |) “7/6 THOUSAND. OH, BUT KNOW THEIR JOBS < 

THE DOOR! GENTLEMEN, /( DOLLARS SHORTS. (WHERE ARE TED AND 
THIS 15 МК. МП ЕК... HIS WIFE VACATIONING, ) ONLY,..ONLY 
WHOSE SOW TIVE BEEN — А MINUTE, 


TELLING YOU ABOUT 22638 


AND THEN,SEVERAL_MONTHS JOE! THESE MEN ARE | AND. ЖҮ I'M SORRY, JOE! I WISH 





IT'S TRUE, GEORGE f 
GAMBLE 


Ано JOE REMEMBERED HOW HE'D 
STARED OUT THE WINDOW OF GEORGE 
RYDER'S OFFICE, LOOKING OUT AT 

ТЕК ОЩЕ PRETTY STREETS OF HIS 


TOOK A LITTLE MORE 
HOPING ТО W/W BACK, 

BUT I LOST TWAT f SO 
т KEPT TAKING АМО... 


Joe'D RETURNED MORE THAN HALF THE MISSING MONEY. 
| SEVEN HUNDRED DOLLARS OF MONEY HE'D ЕААМЕО... HIS 
SAVINGS HE'D BEEN ARRESTED AND BROUGHT TO TRIAL. 
PLEADED GUILTY... = 5 
| X HAVE ZAKEN МВ. RYDER'S PLEA ON YOUR BEHALF INTO 
CONSIDERATIONS THEREFORE, I SENTENCE YOU, JOSEPH 

| WILER, TO 7EW YEARS ІМ THE STATE PENITENTIARY. . . 


HAVE TWENTY-SEVEN HUNDRED сл 
DOLLARS IN MY VAULT DOWNSTAIRS! 
(т САМ МАКЕ RESTITUTION ТО 7HAT 
EXTENT f 


DAD, WHY DIDN'T YOU CALL? 

WHY DIDN'T YOU ##/T£ 7? 

I DION'T 2/40 OUT TILL WE 
GOT BACK TODAY! 





DAD, I JUST CAN'T \ MY LIFE IS /7#- 
BELIEVE THAT YOU VSHED, TED! YOURS 
270 IT! TEN YEARS... 195 АБЕ, 


IT'S BETTER THIS WAY, SON! YOUR OU 
NAME HAS BEEN ЖЕР? СГ ЕАМ MR. IF YOU DO THE ВАЛ 
RYDER ISN'T HOLDING THIS AGA/WST THINGS! т. CAN'T HELP 
YOU! WOW, KEEP YOUR NAME CLEANS YOU ANYMORE! GO NOW... 
AND 600 BLESS YOU ! 





AND so,Now, WITH TWO YEARS OFF FOR GOOD ВЕНАУ- 
ТО, JOE МИ ЕК WAS ON HIS WAY НОМЕ. BUT HE NO 
LONGER FELT NOBLE.. . ONLY 7/REO... AND VERY 





1115 GOOD ТО HAVE YOU 
Б HOME, МН. WILER! YOU'LL 

I'LL NEVER FORGET YOUR MANY г STAY WITH US! WE BOTH 
KINONESSES WHILE I WAS UP 2 WANT YOU TO. 
THERE, GEORGE... YOUR CONSTANT / DO, JOE! АМО HE'S FIVE... 
EFFORTS TO GET МЕ OU7... THE 
#000 BASKETS. 
TIMES YOU ¥/3/, 


WHENEVER YOU 
WANT ТО 5748777, 


IIT WAS GRATIFYING.. IN AWAY. TED AND LOIS 
WERE SHOWING THEIR APPRECIATION FOR JOE S 


НІМ THE DIGNITY OF A JOB, WHAT A WONDERFUI GEORGE, YOU. 
WORLD IT WAS AFTER ALL! BUT THAT NIGHT. 2. YOU'LL ВЕ 4, 


DR,WILLACE! DAD 
AND I 7.. DEEP ІМ 
0! 


ON A SPOT. 
DEBT... PLAYING THE MARKET. 
дуў 


NG, LOSING STEADILY! Т,, GASP... 
SISTED UP You" і “f STOLE FAA MONEY JOE 


YOU STOLE THAT 
MONEY/? BUT WHY 


FESS? WHY DID Е 
GO ТО PRISON IN 6000 ТО ME...TRYING 
YOUR PLAGE ? Й CHOKE... IT WAS OU, TO BUY THE EIGHT YEARS | МО 
T... COULDN' FOR NOTHING! OF MY LIFE YOU 270467) 600; 
FACE THE DISGRACE. - YOU CHEAT! CHEAI 
CHE: 





EVERY MORNING WAS THE BEGINNING OF A PAINFUL ORDEAL FOR 
MILDRED WILSON, IT WASN'T THE CRUEL ALARM, JANGLING HER 
FROM HER LONELY FITFUL SLEEP. IT WASN'T THE TARNISHED, 
COLD- WATER FLAT WITH ITS SOILED WALL PAPER AND ITS 
IMUSTY SMELL AND ITS COLD, HOLLOW, EMPTY ECHOES. 
THESE THINGS MILLIE COULD GRIN AT WRYLY. SHE COULD 
ACCEPT THE POVERTY AND DRABNESS AND WRETCHEDNESS OF 
HER LIFE. THE PAINFUL THING...THE ORDEAL SHE HATED FOR 
THE TRUE MISERY IT BROUGHT...WAS WHEN SHE CLIMBED FROM 
HER LUMPY BED AND STOOD OVER THE RUST- STAINED SINK AND 
HAD TO GAZE INTO THE MEDICINE CABINET MIRROR. SHE DREADED| 
THE FAMILIAR CHANT THAT ALWAYS DANCED MOCKINGLY THROUGH 


MIRROR, MIRROR, ON THE WALL. 
WHO'S THE UGL/EST...SOBB. 
OF THEM ALL? 


Ано THE ORDEAL WOULD CONTINUE AS MILLIE 
WALKED TO WORK, PAST MEN...YOUNG AND OLD... 
WHO, AFTER JUST ONE LOOK WOULD JERK AWAY 
AS IF THEY HAD BEEN SLAPPED IN THE FACE 


I AWOW WHAT THEY'RE THINKIN 
THAT МУ FACE WOULD STOP A CLOCKS 


НАВАЗНЕО, WOLF WHISTLE BEHIND НЕК, COM- 
MENTING ON HER TRIM FIGURE. THIS WAS THE 
WORST ORDEAL OF ALL...WHEN THE EAGER 

(OUNG MAN WOULD CATCH UP AND 

(И, HONEY! MIND IF Т. 

MY MISTAKES т...т THOUGHT у 

YOU WERE MY S/STERS J 





MILLIE WAS POPULAR,HOWEVER, AT THE OFFICE. 
WITH THE G/RLS! AT LUNCHTIME, SHE WOULD 
ALWAYS HAVE СОМРАМ: 
MY U6L/NESS MAKES 
HER STAND OUT LIKE A 
RAVING BEAUTY 
THAT'S WHY SHE LIKES 
ТО EAT WITH ME THAT'S 
WHY THEY ALL DO Í 





YING HOME / 





WORTH LIVING..NOT WITH MY 
CURSES т WISH, ..SOB... I 
WISH I WERE DEAD /, 


MILLIE COULDN'T BEL/EVE IT! THIS NICE YOUNG 

MAN'S SMILE DIDNT FADE OUT WITH INVOLUNTARY 
SHOCK AT THE BLASPHEMY OF HER FACE. HE DIDN'T 
SEEM IN ANY HURRY TO ESCAPE AT ALL!... 


HOW DO YOU 20, MISS WILSON? YOUR VOICE 
15 SOSOFTAND SWEET. ..50 PLEASING! 
50 MANY PEOPLE HAVE SUCH SHRILL, 
HARSH, EXCITED VOICES THESE DAYS. 
MAY I SHAKE HANDS? Т AWOM I'M GOING 
ТО BE 6240 WE'RE NEIGHBORS! 


Міше FLUNG OPEN THE DOOR, AND 
STARED AT THE YOUNG HANDSOME 
IMAN STANDING BEFORE HER. 





WHO, ..WHO CAN THAT ВЕР 
WO ONE EVER COMES ТО SEE МЕ. 
IT...IT MUST ве MRS. GRIMES... 
THE LANDLADY. 


МҮ МАМЕ'5 //W SH/PLEY 
I JUST MOVED /W TODAY. 
YOU MUST BE ONE OF MY 





YOU HAVE SUCH A SOFT HAND, MISS 
WILSON! SOFT HANDS MEAN A TENDER 
HEAVENS, 
PERSON'S CHARACTER, TOO! т І..2СНОКЕ., 
NOW NOW YOU'RE A LOVELY PERSON... 
| 





MILLIE COULDN'T BELIEVE HER 
FEARS НЕ LOOKED PERFECTLY 
SANE...NORMAL! YET HE WASN'T 
MOCKING HER. SHE THRILLED, 
PERMITTING A WARM GLOW TO 
STEAL THROUGH HER, AT HIS 
APPARENT UTTER SINCERITY. THE 
FIRST Т/МЕ...ТНЕ FIRST TIME IN 
HER £/FE THAT SHE'D EVER HEARD 
SUCH WORDS FROM A MAN... 


HE TURNED AWAY AND FOR THE 
FIRST TIME, SHE NOTICED HIS 
WHITE САМ 

THANK YOU! IT's A 

LITTLE CONFUSING 

THE FIRST DAY. I 

WON'T HAVE ANY 

TROUBLE ONCE I 

LEARN THE EXACT 
DISTANCES £6000 


SHE WATCHED HIM TAP HIS WAY 
DOWN THE HALL TO HIS ROOM AND 
ІТ ALL FELL NEATLY IN PLACE 
WITH A HEARTBREAKING CRUSHING 
THUD AS SHE CLOSED THE DOOR... 


BLINDS HE'S... SOB... 24/02. 
THAT'S WHY НЕ DIDN'T JERK BACK) 
ИМ REVULSIONS НЕ TOLD ME I 
HAD A SWEET VO/CE...SOFT 
HANDS... AND KEPT SM/L/NG ALL 


I'M SO GLAD I MADE | THIS 15 
THIS MISTAKE, MISS 1 5077 
WILSON! І WAS LOOK- ) YOU'RE 
/М6 FOR 509... JUST DOWN 
THE WALL 


MILLIE RAN THEN TO THE MIRROR... THE 
TEARS STREAMING FROM HER EYES, AND SHE 


NIGHT, AND 1 HOPE 
WE'LL BECOME 6000 


ЕСАЏЅЕ HE 2/2//7” 


MILLIE MADE UP HER MIND... AND WHEN BLIND JIM SHIPLEY 
KNOCKED ON HER DOOR THE NEXT EVENING... 





AUGHED AS SHE CRIED... AN HYSTERICAL 
(КИНО OF LAUGHTER... 


HEH... I'VE 60T А FA/END, FINALLY... HEH, 
HEH! AMAN WITHOUT EYES TO SEE MY 
UGLY FACE... HEH, HEH! А BL/ND MAN 
COULD WANT ТО BE MY FRIEND! EH, EH! 
I's... IT'S SO FUNNY 50. 

SO FUNNY f 5088888. 





Вит MILLIE 2/2М7 TELL НІМ. SHE COULDN'T, NOT AT 
THAT MOMENT. SHE WANTED ТО TAKE THAT WALK WITH 
JIM! SHE WANTED ТО ENJOY THE ILLUSION...JUST А 
8/7 MORES... 


то LIKE TO AWOW YOU BETTER, MILLIE... 





OH VAM... 
CHOKE... 
I MUST 


IF I MAY CALL YOU MILLIE... SO I'LL 
START BY TELLING YOU ABOUT МЕ” I'M 
A WORLD WAR П VET. I WAS HIT AT 
NORMANDY... BLINDED. I DON'T Ж/М2 
SO MUCH... WOW. THERE'S S7/LL BEAUTY 
FOR ME TO ENJOY... LIKE YOUR ИО/СЕ... 
WHICH TELLS ME THAT YOU ARE 
BEAUTIFULL 


PLEASE, MISS WILSON, 
DON'T THINK I'M FORCING ACAN'T TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 
MY ATTENTIONS ON YOU... 
BUT WOULD YOU LIKE TO 
TAKE A WALK WITH ME? 


I'VE GOT To TELL HIM Т 


HIS AL/NONESS f I'VE GOT ТО 
TELL HIM THE 7AUTH... THAT 


Вот AGA/W MILLIE COULDN'T BRING HERSELF TO 
SMASH THIS DELICIOUS DREAM, INSTEAD, SHE 220/6 
TO HIS WARM,UNKNOWING, UNSEEING ЕВ!ЕМОЗНИ 
ALWAYS PUTTING OFF TELLING HIM JUST A 
LITTLE LONGER...UNTIL, ONE DAY... 
MILLIE, СЕА! 

AND I FEEL 

WE WOULDN'T ВЕ LONELY AS 

МАМ AND WIFE. MILLIE... 





он, мо! МО” 
COULDN'T! 
ULDN'T 20 





MILLIE, WHAT'S WRONG? 
YOU DON'T ANSWER / 
YOU'RE DRAWING AWAY. 
OH, I SEE 7 WELL,I CAN'T 
BLAME YOU, I GUESS. 
WHAT GIRL WANTS TO 
SACRIFICE HER 
BEAUTY TO SIGHT- 
LESS EYES FOR A 
LIFETIME? 


Ано NOW MILLIE 24/0 FOR HER 
BRIEF SHAM HAPPINESS. , .PAID 
DEARLY IN THE CO/NOF AGONY... 
EACH WORD WRENCHED OUT LIKE A 
BIT OF HER SICK, SAD HEART... 
FEEL MY FACE, JIM... EVERY 
UGLY LINE OF /T Z NOW You 
KNOW WHY I CAN'T MARRY You! 
IT’S,..S0B...1T'S FOR YOUR 


WO, BABY... I'M WOT ANGRY 7 І LOVE 


YOU. AND IF YOU MUST KNOW, THAT 
BUSYBODY LANDL ADY OF OURS, MRS. 
GRIMES, THOUGHT IT WAS HER “DUTY” 
WHEN I FIRST STARTED SEE/NG YOU, TO 
DESCRIBE YOU ТО ME /W EVERY MALI- 
C/OUS DETAIL. т LAUGHED АТ HER! 


WOW, WILL YOU SAY ‘YES, You 
Ег FOOLISH NITWIT? 


YOU HAD 
COMPANY, TELL HER THE 
Б WONDERFUL 


( NEWS, бос. 


SENT HIM ТО МЕ. 


DARLING..| |не и А 
BLIND FOR LIFE, HE'LL ALWAYS SEE МЕ AS НЕ 
/MAGINES МЕ. HE'LL NEVER SUFFER THE SHOCK OF 
SEEING MY ACTUAL FACE, WE'LL BE HAPPY... 


I DON'T СА AE WHAT YOUR FACE 
IS LIKE, MILLIE IT'S WHAT'S UNDER- 
|WEATH THAT COUNTS f AND IKNOW 
YOURE NOT UBLY...NOT YOU, MILLE! 
t's @/VE# то BLIND EYES TO 


Ми нЕ WAS SO GLAD THAT JIM COULD NOT 


THERE ISA GOOD 
CHANCE THAT МУ NEW 


TECHNIQUE CAN RESTORE 


МЕ. SHIPLEY'S EYES/GHT/ | 
AND NOW,I MUST 607 
PLEASE LET ME KNOW IF 
YOU WISH TO ARRANGE 
FOR THE OPERATION, MR. 
SHIPLEY, GOOD NIGHT, > 


НЕ PANIC THAT MADE 


COULD Z EVER SCRAPE UP 
#/000 то РАУ HIS FEE? 
IT'S ...HOPELESS. 





$1000 WILL GIVE //# HIS S/GHT BACK... 
AND LOSE HIM FOR MES INNER BEAUTY PS 
HE WON'T REMEMBER 7//47 АТ AZZ WHEN HE 
SEES MY FACE FOR THE FIRST TIME! LET JIM 
SEE... AND LOSE Н/М... ов KEEP HIM BLIND... 
AND HOLD HIM? WHICH ? OH, GOD, HOW CAN 


MOMS DIAMOND RING...CNEN INALLY, WITH THE $1000 SHE'D 
| Джан ТО МЕ BEFORE SHE 2/Е, WELL,| | SAVED, MILLIE WENT ТО SEE DR. 

MY EYES.. THIS TYPING AT Г won't NEED WOW... .AND SVENSON AND MADE ARRANGEMENTS 
NIGHTS вит то GO BLIND MYSELF | | ІТ OUGHT ТО BRING THE BAL- FOR JIM'S OPERATION, THEN SHE RUSHED| 
TO SAVE J/M S EYES. HOPE HE ANCE THAT I NEEDS Й |HOME TO TELL HIM THE NEWS... 
DOESN'T HEAR, THOUGH, THAT WELL, IT'S ALL SET, DARLING! I MADE AN 
I work HALF THROUGH Š APPOINTMENT FOR... // М” 

EACH NIGHT! АШ, Look OUT? THE ү 


STAIRS! JIMS 


НЕ HELPED НІМ ТО HIS FEET AND GUIDED HIM BACK UP 
THE STAIRS TO HIS ROOM. HE ACTED STRANGELY, AS IF 
DAZED AND SHAKEN. 
I'm SORRY т STARTLED You | OPERATION? 
YOU ALL RIGHT? ANY <BRU/SEDABITS MY UKE THAT,DEAR. I was SO HUH? YOU 
PAIN..BROKEN BONES? ) HEAD AND... AND... IM EXCITED! т...то MADE SAVED THE 
mmm JUST A LITTLE D/ZZY, ARRANGEMENTS WITH DR. MONEY? т...т... 
THAT'S ALLS SVENSON FOR THE OPERATION!) TH- THANKS, DEAR! 
I SAVED THE MONEY! yp I APPRECIATE IT! 





NO, мї You | 


MUST HAVE 
THE OPERATION 


то DELAY OUR 
HAPPINESS EVEN 
ONE DAYS 


ІТ WAS THEIR FIRST QUARREL. НЕ 
PERSISTED AND SHE PERSISTED... 
BUT WHAT ALL RIGHT, JIM! 
DIFFERENCE \ I'LL HAVE ТО 
DOES ІТ MAKE, | 6/ИЕ /TTOYOU 
MILLIE? WHY / STRAIGHTS т... 
ts it MORE 4 I WANT YOU TO 


THE WAY YOU 


YOU SEE, WHEN THEY TAKE THE 
BANDAGES OFF, I' LL... I'LL BE... 
$08...00NE...OUT OF YOUR LIFE... 
FOREVER! I COULDN'T STAND 
TO SEE THE LOATHING AND 
REVULSION IN YOUR FACE WHEN 
You FIRST SEE мү TRUE U6L/- 
NESS! SOBB... NOW LET МЕ 60... 
LET МЕ BE ALOWE...SOB... с 


ENVISIONED МЕ? 


НЕ FLED THEN, SEEKING THE SAFETY OF THE CALLOUS 
CROWDS ІМ THE MORNING STREET. BUT FEET POUNDED 
BEHIND HER, AND FINALLY STRONG ARMS SEIZED HER. 


BEFORE AND CANCELLED THE OPERA- 
TIONS т вот YOUR MONEY BACK! 


SAW IT YESTERDAY, AT THE BOTTOM 
OF THE STA/RS, SHINING WITH LOVE 
AND TENDERNESS AND UNSELF/SH-| 


зов! 


MOON SO YOU WOULDN'T THINK L 
MARRIED YOU OUT OF P/TY/THAT 
FALL YESTERDAY... IT 2/0 SOMETHING 
RELIEVED SOME PRESSURE ON THI 
OPTIC NERVES = | 


IT'S A BEAUTIFUL FACE, MILLIE, 
Because Г LOVE YOU AND T 
SEE ITS ВЕАШТУ) ІТ REFLECTS 
THE BEAUTY THAT 15 /WS/DE You! 
зо DON'T COVER IT UPI т WANT 
TO LOOK 47/7... ALWAYSS 


он, JIM! JIM. T 

WAS THE ONE 
THAT WAS 

REALLY BLIND! 





WELL! COMPETITION, EH, CROWDER? HOW COME YOU ` THE DAY Z GO SOFT 
= STAND FOR ІТ? GOING SOFT IN YOUR OLD AGE? COMPETITIONS BAP 


7 HER АМО HER 
FAIRY! 


ү И AW, QUIT RACING YOUR 
WERE SUPPOSED TO BE HERE YESTER- MOTOR,POP! IT'S A FREE 
ФАУ? Т.М ALMOST OUT OF 2/9495 ТО 7444 YOU NOT TO COUNTRY 7 WHY DON'T YOU | 
IT'S ABOUT 7/ME YOU SHOWED UP! HANG AROUND MY STORES) SM/LE ONCE IN А WHILE? 4 





I'LL ТАКЕ А GLASS N THE COMPETITION Ү/ SO WHAT IF SAY! YOU REALLY 

OF LEWONADE, SEEMS ТО DO ALL \SHE'S ALITTLE | | ARE SORE! IF 

ANNIE! MAKE IT RIGHT, CROWDER! | GIRL! YOU'RE SHE'S CUTTING 

А 8/6 ONES va I CAN UNDERSTAND, | JUST LIKE ALL IN ON YOUR 
WHY YOU'RE SORE THE AEST! SODA FOUNTAIN \I GET PROTEC- 
BUT AFTER ALL YOU NEVER BUSINESS THAT |7/0М? NOT MES 
ALITTLE GIRL... / THINK THAT 

& I'VE GOT TO YOU HAVEN'T 
GOTTEN A/D 





BUT THE 79 YOU THINK THAT'S) 
POLICE... ) THE ANSWER, ЕН? WELL LET ME | THE POLICE’ НАН” HARRIS WAS SO SMART. MAYBE МЕ COULD 
TELL YOU ABOUT THE POLICE f FIGURE IT OUT, SO SAM TOLD HIM THE WHOLE STORY... RIGHT 
Ga THEY'RE ON WER SIDE! THEY FROM THAT MORNING TWO WEEKS BACK WHEN HE'D COME TO 
HAVE el eK FROM THE OPEN HIS STORE... AND THERE SHE'D BEEN 


YOU... WHO TOLD | DOES SOMEBODY HAVE ТО 7244 SEE? RIGHT OFF, SAM'D BEEN IN THE WAOWGS ЗАМ HAD 

YOU YOU GOULD | WER, CROWDER? RELAX! YOU А REPUTATION FOR BEING MEAN! W/THOUT IT, THE 

SELL LEMONADE | DON'T HAVE ТО SCARE THE КО WHOLE NEIGHBORHOOD MIGHT TAKE ADVANTAGE OF HIM. 
HERE: Д HALF TO DEATH! OR... 00 YOU BUT FHAT MADE NO NEVER MIND 


Z ENJOY BEING MEAN? 





L.I WON'T BOTHER ANYBODY! WELL,CROWDER? DO YOU WANT ME As IF SAM HADN'T KNOWN WHAT 
„1 JUST WANT TO EARN SOME ТО RUN HER ОРЕ? YOU'RE WITHIN MURPHY'D REALLY MEANT. А СОР 
NEY YOUR A/GHTS IF YOU 007 JUST COULD MAKE PLENTY TROUBLE 

SAY THE WORD? OR DO YOU THINK FOR YOU IF HE WANTED TO. BUT 
ВЕ А 6000 IDEA ТО ACT 7 WASN'T WHY SAM TURNED 
HUMAN... UST ОМСЕ...? Ke Е - 


DID І ASK YOU? 


P-PLEASE, MISTER... I...I CAN SEE 
THAT YOU'RE MAD! І DIDN'T WEAN 
TO MAKE YOU MAD... 


T'LL TAKE А 2/6 MAKE THAT 70 BIG 
LITTLE GIRL! 5 GLASSES, КІ! 
Е ~~ 


THE KID...HER NAME WAS ANNIE...DID QUITE A BUSI- 
NESS ¢ THEY BOUGHT FROM HER JUST ТО SP/TE ЗАМ. 
AND MURPHY, THE COP... YOU'D HAVE THOUGHT HE WAS 
PART OWNER OF THAT STAND, LATER... 





WHAT'S GOING OW HERE? WHAT'S ALL J З/ММЕР MISTER CROWDE! 
THE EXCITEMENT ? WHAT ARE YOU TWO 22 MY LEMONADE JAR! 
TRYING TO 20, RUIN MY, BUSINESS ! IT's FULLY 
OMPLETELY 
TRYING TO 
HURT Your 


SO IT WASN'T FULL LAST Ды. TIGHT ALLE інн 3 ANT В AND SHE'S GOING TO AND ММА) 
NIGHT? ANNIE BROUGHT 6 TO STAY SURE! 
SOME MORE LEMONADE You OU BLAME š S AM l For BJ ING Иш GOING TOSPO/L THINGS 
WITH HER, BUT, SHE Кү, pe DIDNT HAVE TO mls CROWDER. 
ERSTAND * ONE 
WORD FROM YOU, AND... 
І SAID... А 6000 FA/RY, 


CROWDER! ANNIE'S SURE 
OF ІТ 


OKAYS JUST REMEMBER, CROWDER! MAYBE) MEAN, АМ Т. 

YOU'RE PROUD OF BEING THE MEANEST HOW ELSE ALL SOFT AND 6ООЕҮ, WOULDN'T KNOW? JUST KEEP 

CHARACTER ІҢ THE WelenzoRWooD, J 00 Хоу GET { YOU ? WHEN YOU'RE SOF, AWAY FROM THAT 

BUT YOU'RE NOT GOING 7052 ALONG 1 WALK ALL OVER YOU! AID, CROWDER! 
THINGS FOR THAT 72 Ths WORLD? 7 


І SUPPOSE YOU'D 4/ЖЕ МЕ ТО GET J HOW WOULD YOU | 








KEEP away? SURE, SAM KEPT AWAY! BUT NOBODY ELSE 
DID? WORD GETS AROUND. EVERY MORNING, THERE ІТ, 
МАЗ СА FULL PITCHER OF LEMONADE. THAT'S ALL SAM'S 


Е SO THAT'S THE LITTLE GIRL! L 
WONDER WHO REALLY 20Ё8 FILL 
HER PITCHER FOR HER. 


SO... THAT'S WHAT THAT'S WHAT IT'S ALL 

ALL ABOUT! 480077 AND YOU DON'T 
< HAVE TO LOOK АТ МЕ 

LIKE THAT! < 


SO YOU'VE HEARD ABOUT HER 7009 FINE THING, 

ISN'T IT? YOU'D THINK THE LAW WOULD GIVE А MAN 
SOME PROTECTION! THE LITTLE BRAT A LOT THE 
LAW CARES IF Т LOSE MONEY... 


FAIRIES MAKE JUST 
WAS ТО ВЕ GOOD! 


IN THIS LIFE, YOU MAKE SURE THAT) YEAH... SURE, 

PEOPLE AWOW THEY CAN'T TAKE ү/ MISTER CROWDER? 

ADVANTAGE OF YoU...\F YOU'RE SURE! Ж 
SMART! AND ГМ SMARTS 





А LOT SAM CARED HAT HARRIS THOUGHT! BY CLOSING 
TIME, SAM HAD FORGOTTEN ALL ABOUT HII 


TLL HAVE А LEMOWADE, ANNIE! AND AFTER І 
FINISH ІТ, I'LL HAVE ANOTHER. 


THEN НЕ MOVED STEALTHILY x: 
WARILY...TO АММЕ 5 LITTLE STAND. 
AND LIFTED THE PAPER... 





David Holland was the kind of man 
whom people set their watches by. 
He was a teller in the bank and his 
life was as regulated as the bank 
audits, The schedule never varied. Up 
at seven, breakfast at seven-fifteen, 
catch the seven-thirty bus, reach the 
bank at ебе and enter through 
the side at eight-six. Morning 
after morning. Day after day, through 
alot of days, twenty years of them. 

Nobody in town knew anything 
about him. He'd been hired by old Mr. 
Dunker and when the old man had 
died, David stayed on as a fixture. 
Everybody knew him. He knew every- 
body—yet, he was a stranger. The 
town was small and prosperous. 
There were no secrets. People knew 
all the skeletons in everybody's clos- 
et. But not David’s. Actually, no one 
believed there was anything to know. 
Aman reached sixty and all the years 
behind him were a void. 

The folks figured that old Mr. Dunk- 
er knew, but he was dead, so they 
took David for granted, and set their 
watches by him. Then, one day, a 
Кайа ор sa aan s 
late fifties. ane was sitting on the 

of в. Green's boarding 

, where David lived. As David 

came up the steps, he stared at the 
other man. 


“Luke,” he said. “What do you 
want?” 


“That's no way to greet a friend,” 
Luke said. “I'll be brief. Ineed money. 
You'll get it for me—or else tomorrow 
the whole town is going to know 
about you.“ 


“But that was so long ago, Luke,” 
David said. 


Э) in this kind of a town don't 
care. They won't have a jailbird 


handling their money.” 

David sighed. “АП right, Luke. I 
don't know how you found me. But 
you're here. The only man living who 
knows the truth about me. I was a 
forger, I served time. But for twenty 
years, I've been straight. Dunker 
knew, but he gave me achance. May- 
be the others won't. What do you 
want?” 

“Meet me by the monument, at ten 
o'clock. We'll talk then,” Luke said. 
He rose and walked away, swallow- 
ed by the gloom. 

David went to his room. He sat a 
ева ща Atlast,he opened a drawer | 

took out a revolver. He put it in 
his pocket, sat on the bed thinking. 
Suddenly, he was snapped out of his 
reverie. The clock of the North Street 
Church was tolling ten. 


He hurried towards the monument, 
late for an appointment for the first 
time in twenty years. As he ap- 
proached the square, he saw acrowd 
milling around. at the base of the 
monument. Pushing his way through, 
he looked down at Luke, who was ly- 
ing crushed and bleeding. 

“What happened?” David asked. 

A man said, “He was running 
across the street, acar hit him. Hitand 
гип driver. Не'ѕ hurt bad. Happened 
a few minutes after ten. Wondered 
what would make a man run against 
traffic like that?” 

“Maybe he was late for an appoint- 
ment,” David said. 

He walked to the bridge that span- 
ned the river and threw the revolver 
into it, after leaving the hospital 
where they had brought Luke. He 
wouldn't need it any more. Death had 
cancelled the appointment. For once, 
he was glad that he had been late... 





